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MR JAMES E. GARNER,
New York’s Representative Business Man.

NEW YORK BUSINESS GENIUS

e -

Mr. James E Garner’s Remark-
R Ise from Ghe Ranks, Proving
the.t BHe Negro Possesses BGhe
Initiative Power—Architect of
aNew Commercial Departure.

Mr. James E Garner, proprietor of
the Manhettan House-' l2anine and Re-
noyating Bareau. of New Yok City, is
in the city the guest rf the Mouthern
Hotel. He is a picneer 1n the house-
(leaning and renovating irdastry in
New York Ciiy, and Brooklyn whieh
bas developed 10 large proporiicns in
the last fifteen years

He comes 1o Warhington 8s ore of
the executors of the ¢srate of Mr. John
H Bautler of New York who di:d in
1893, leaving asnuog fortune to h.s heirs
Mr. Butler wss a : live, born in Mary
lsnd, and was a booy servant of Becre-
tary Ses ard of aLte-bellum fame and
was present at the gigning of the
Emancipation Proclamation. He own
ed at his death valuable property in
the District of Crlumbia and st Lin-
coln Univereity, Pa. At bis death Mr
James E Garner of New Yourk, Mr
James H Matthews (now decras d)
and Mr, Thomss H. Wright of the
city were sppointed ¢xeruu ra Mr
(Garner’s vieit to thir ¢’ yis for the par
pose of settling up the estate and -f
seeing to it that the rightful hkeirs are
pr« parly provided for. As he stated to
a representative of The Colored Amer
ican: *'The object of my visit here is
for the sole benefit «f the heirs at law
The lawyers reprecenting these here
came to New York and contestei the
will and bed a just end fair trial.”” Mr
Garner believes that they bave beel
misguided «nd hie intentior s are, no
withstanding the opposition of their
lawyers, to see that they shail be prop-
erly and honestiy deslv with.

Mr. Gainer himself is a splendid type
of the suceessful colored man in busi-
ness. He was born in Charles Countv,
Md., in the early fifties, of slave ra-
rents, His mother’s ma-ter was Mr
Robert Diggs, Judge of Port Tobaceo,
od , and his 'ather’s master was Sena-
tor Stone of Marylaud. His early life
was spent in and around Washington
and he foilowed such work as could te
bad as that time. He served in such
capacities a8 newspaper boy,boot-black.
s'reet sweeper, ach and dirt cart driver,
digging sewers and waiter. He was
what was commonly Enown as general
utility man and vicked up such educa
tion as he cculd get, gcing to such
schools as were to be had in the Dis
trict at that time for colored peorle.

Leaving  Washington still a
voung IAD. he weund up at \Vea_nl
Point. N. Y., where because cf Lis
skill as a penman and painter, and a

ww of chemics he was appoint-

e

el a compounder of deodorizeis in a
Mr Giles’ drug store and was made
shipping clerk. Going to New York
Ciry subsequently. he sawan oprortun-
ity 1o open up a business of clessi g
buildinge, banks, and churches, estab

lishing at once with himself aud a sole
assigiant,The Msnhsttan House-Clesn-
ing and Renovating Bureau. He was s
ploncer in this work. He has kept pace
and in lead of his profissicn. Among
Lis custcmers are such people as,the
Goulds, Vanderbiits, J. Pierpont Mor-
gan. snd in faet all of thearis ocracy
and wesith of Gotham, In the w nter,
he empioys from twenty five to thirty
men regularly nd foo m seventy-five to
one huncred Juring ibs busy sesson,
Heienow arranging to estsblish branch

es m Brock yn, New Jersay ard in fact
all of the adjscent ci ies of New York

In the management of his bueiness ha
18 requird to purchase thou:a: ds of do'-
lare worth of b:ushes, chee:e cloth,
(gavger) cleaning cloths, calsomining
bra:hes, paint brushes, paint, oil, ecl rs
savogram, a cleaning eflervescence In
addition to these, he has a large num-
ber of teams, bors s, wagons, ladders,

buckets, with the name of ths firm

tlewn in them, knee pads, sil cloths,
chawols, i1k window cloths and every-

thing aaanted to the business. He has
rece~tly added to his business as a spe

cialty the renovaiing of sick rcoms,
such as fumigatir g the gsrm: and get~

ting rooms ready for ocecupancy. Large
offices, banks, hospita's and churches

he makes a speciaity cf and thusis able
toc produce a large and successful busis

ness, Mr. Garner is a splendid exam-

ple of the possibilities of the Negro in
oginaticn., He has wcn his way to the
very top ia the matropolis of New York
where competition i8 close and where
the 0. posite ruce leaves ro stonme un-
tarned to encompas8 and defeat a suc-
cessful rival Mr Garper hss no am-
bition except t7 sucee2ed in his business
and to keep in the vanguard of the
procession. He b lieves in industrial
education. He brlieves that the yonng
men of the race should go in o busicess
snd when there is not a way, to nake
one. He thinke Prof. Washington has
the correct 1dea of the s:lution of the
race problem in tt e South. And tore

iterate, he is a megaificent example of
what the young A merican Negro can
do in a business way. z

He Could Understand It.

Evangelist, {at revival to dejected
young mai who appeared ripe for con
version):

“My dear brcther, have you ever felt
the rumblings of impending doom ?
Cse you rezl z: what it means to be
sudd-uly east info utter darkness and
burled down the awful abyss of eterns |
rej-ction ?7?

*Oh yes,” was the assured reply, “1
used to work in the Census Offce, ”’

THE GRAND FOUNTAIN.

United Order ol<—
—>True Relormers.

ORGANIZED January 1, 188]1.
Office 604, 606 and 608 N. 2nd St, = -- Richmond, Vo,

An order devoted to the interests of its members, both in their home ar g
business relations. We offer you an opportunity for gilt edged business invest.
-ment, in enterprises owned and controlled by the Order and managed by col..
ored men, who are members of the Order,

1f you sre sovnd in health and mind, of good moral character, not younger
chan three (8) years nor colder than sixty (60) you are eligible to membersh:; P.

There are two Fountains, tbe Subordinate and the Rosebud.

SUBORDINATE FOUUNTAINS.

To join the Subordinate Foratain you must be between 14 and 16 years of
age. You pay $4.60 to $6 60 (according to age,) a8 joining fee. If you live in
the country you psy 35 cents per month as dues; if In the city, 50 cents per
months. You pay as taxes 80 cents per month.

As Bick Benefits you receive from $6 00 to $9 00 per month, in weekly pay
ments.

As Death Beunefit, your family receives $75 0 if
After one vear the Death Benefit is $§125.00

ROSEBUD F)OUNTAINS.
To join the Rosebud Fountain von must be between
8 and 14 year of age. You pay £1 00, either cash or by
w instaliments, The monthly dues are either 15 or 25 cents
= 88 Fountams may decide. The annual tax is 10 cents.
You receive as Sick Benefit from $1.50 to $4 00 per month,
in weekly paymenis.
As Death Benefit, your family will be paid $24 50 if
you die within a year. Afier cne year the Death Benefit
is

you die within a year

g _ In the INSURANCE DEPARTMENT, there are Three (3)
9 Classes: —Class B, Class E, and Ciass M. All dues are
payable annually or quarterly.

In Ciass B, the age limit is 14 to 60 years., Fee, $2.50 to 84 25. Anpral
dues, $4 75 to $7.60. The Certificate is valued first year at from 8100 to §33.
After one year, its value is $200 to $65.

In Class E, the age limit is 14 to 55 years. Fee, $5 to 86 50, Annual dues,
§9 50 to 11.40. The Certificate is valued first year at from $250 to $175, After
one year its value is $500 to $300.

In Class M, the age limir is 14 to 50 years. Fee$1l to $13 50 Annunal dues
$21 to $25. The certificatei valued from date of issue at from $1 000 to $700.
You are entitled to a Life Membership in either of the Fountsins or in
Classe B and E upon purchase of the requirgd amount of Bank steck, which
pays a dividend annually of 20 per cent.

The Gracd Fountain Unpited Order of True Reformers bas paid up to July
29, 1900, a tots! of 3782 Death Benefits, with a grand total of $521,264.75, over a
HALF MILLION DOLLARS.

THE BANK.—In our Bavings Bank the Order has a sound

and flourishing institution that ie & credit not only to the Or-

= der butthe race as well. It began business Aptil 3, 1889. The

; oapital stockis $100,000. The business is the same as that of

any other regularly constituted bank, and is surrounded by

. the same safeguards. The stock selis for $5.00 a ghare to

members, and pays 20 per cent. dividends. Both time and demand deposita

are received and 4 per cent. interest is paid on time desposits The foliowing

js a copy of the Cashier’s report to Auditor of Public Accounts of Virgina at
close ot business SBept., 5, 1900 and shows its fleurishing condition;—

RESOURCES, LIABILITIES.

PP

Loans and discounts

O.her stock, bonds
mortgages

Due frcm National Banks ...
Banking House ...... £
Other real estates
Furnitore and Fixtores ......
Current expenses and taxes

Capital stock paid in 88,1
Surplus fund ........... vee 80,
Undivided profits................ 6,826
Demand certificate of de.

96

pos:t ,786 28
18,424 74

o - RSSO N .« 891,120 64

P
Speecie, nickels and cents ....
Paper CUITeNCY .icceuree sosaeenens

R ns ey cersennns 381,120 84

The Reformer’s Grocery and Feed Store is located at
Richmond, Va., and members of the Urder and the publy
20 per cent. on the cost of food products,

THE REFORMER is the newspaper published by the order fro
fice in Richmond, Va. It stands for the voice of the peouple,
operation and combination of the race and is the Beacon Ligh
the GenenlAMwﬁenzef ‘;?e‘(]l gng ngerstn)l Agent of the Brotherhood. It is $1.00
per year. well-equip 0D oflice bids for the work of th ]
gurnyed out in first ci:se style and at low prices. the beople, which i
Six miles from Richmond, in Henrlco County, Va. the Ord s
634 acres of land, and established thereon an -‘OIZ’ Folk’s Home:.slu\r{lui:flhz;‘-‘
exampled liberality and broad-minded generosity, the Order does imt limit en-
trance to this home to its members alone, nor even to members families, but the”
dooxs are opened to the aged and decrepid of the whole race, regardiess of their
res;g;.wo ol(-i co:;nlx;ectlonst.h ’l‘h; (l)rder u}akela Itself the trustee for this glorions
charity, and calls upon the whole people, black and white
and \Wkst to assist by their oonl;ributi(‘:n the A i Ea-“’ Sowth
idea. April 3rd of each year is set apart as a
Contributic & can be forwarded to the casnier of the Reformer’s Savings Barl
who will send receipt for same and account for it to The Grand Fouotain.
Members of the Order and the public, when visiting Richmowng Va. s
invited to stop at The Hotel Reformer, 900 North Sixth Bt. It is 1n &\,
and desirabie location. Beryice is of the best and rates are reasonable, . )
The Real Estate Deparcment manages and controls all Property intereste o
the Ordeer, The Order now owus 13 buildings, 4 farms, 4 dwellings, 1 ho
w";:lildg fee simple value of $123,50¢ Ir adition to these the Order 'lauu
b 8.

or any further information, addres.

501 North Sixth Sg, .
¢ generslly are saved

m its own of
Tepresenting co-
t, the Headlight,

Wm L TATLOS, W, M, Master

W. P. BURRELL,G, W, Becretary,




